[Effect of high-altitude hypoxia on the course of experimental mitral heart defect].
The course of dosed insufficiency of the mitral valve in animals under lowland conditions is characterized by marked compensatory capacity of the organism. Under the effect of high-altitude hypoxia (3,200 m), the disease of the mitral valve is attended with overloading of the left atrium with the volume of blood and leads to acute hypertension of the pulmonary artery with subsequent decompensation of the right heart. In animals with mitral valvular disease under conditions of high altitude, strophanthin K produces a sufficiently complete cardiotonic effect which prevents weakening of the myocardial contractions, particularly in the early period of the defect in the mitral valve.